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Holy Eucharist 

Proper 29A: 
the 26th and Last Sunday after 
Pentecost  

The Reign of Christ the King 

November 26, 2023 
Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85887946777?
pwd=ei94MEdsMUh6clV6b2dUblFOQ3I2

Zz09 
Meeting ID: 858 8794 6777 

Passcode: 782611 

Prelude                   

Opening Hymn                                               Hymnal 410 
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85887946777?pwd=ei94MEdsMUh6clV6b2dUblFOQ3I2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85887946777?pwd=ei94MEdsMUh6clV6b2dUblFOQ3I2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85887946777?pwd=ei94MEdsMUh6clV6b2dUblFOQ3I2Zz09
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Presider    Blessed be + God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
People      And blessed be God’s dominion, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
The Presider begins the Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The following is sung, all standing as they are able 

Song of Praise                                        Chorus Book 7 
He is exalted 
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Collect of the Day 

Presider The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Presider Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under Christ’s most gracious rule; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
All sit. 
 

First Reading                                        Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

 

A Reading from the book of Ezekiel. 
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11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds 
seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will 
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and 
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing 
land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd 
of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will 
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with 
your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer 
be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 

 Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 100                                  to be prayed in unison   
 
 1Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; * 
  serve the LORD with gladness 
  and come before God’s presence with a song. 
 2Know this:  The Holy One is God, * 
  who has made us, and we are God’s; 
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 3Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving; 
 go into God’s courts with praise; * 
  give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 4For the LORD is good; 
 with mercy that is everlasting; * 
  and faithfulness that endures from age to age. 

 

Second Reading                                           Ephesians 1:15-23 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Ephesus. 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and 
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power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age 
to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for 
the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

Reader   The Word of the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God.  
 
All stand as they are able. 
 

Sequence Hymn                                        LEVAS 96 
He is King of Kings 
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Holy Gospel                                               Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
[Jesus said,] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 
I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, 
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that 
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart 
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                      Bill Stech 
 
All then stand as they are able. 
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Nicene Creed 
 
Presider  Let us affirm the faith of the Church using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father [and the Son], 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
All remain standing as they are able. 

Prayers of the People 
 
Presider  Brothers and sisters, children of God, serve the Lord with gladness and come before 
God’s presence with a song. Let us pray together, saying, “We give you thanks, O Lord; and call 
upon your Name.” 
 

Intercessor  Christ the King, you have been made head over all things for the Church: may we 
worthily live as your body in our world. Work your great power in and through us.  We give you 
thanks, O Lord; and call upon your Name. 
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Silence is kept 
 

Christ the King, you gather all the nations of the world to yourself: bless the world’s suffering with 
your everlasting mercy. May the oppressed be fed with your justice.  We give you thanks, O Lord; 
and call upon your Name. 
 
Silence is kept 

 
Christ the King, it is from your hand that all are fed: inspire righteousness in all people that the 
hungry may be fed and the thirsty given clean water to drink. For [________________], and 
for all your freely-given blessings, we give you thanks, O Lord; and call upon your Name. 
 
Silence is kept 
 

Christ the King, you are ruler of all things in heaven and earth.  Hear our prayers for this parish 
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.  Grant us all a 
burning heart for our congregation, and all things necessary for our common life, and the embrace 
of the ministries with which you have gifted everyone.  Bring us all to be of one heart and mind 
within your holy Church.  We give you thanks, O Lord; and call upon your Name. 
 
Silence is kept 
 

God our Ruler, we rely on, and give thanks for, your divine wisdom, knowledge and 
understanding. We know that, because of your Holy Spirit’s guidance, we can make the right 
decisions in line with your will and purpose for this parish. We ask for the Spirit of discernment, 
that we each may be enabled to make those decisions that will lead us to the serving of your church 
in this place.   We give you thanks, O Lord; and call upon your Name. 
 
Silence is kept 
 

Christ the King, you care for those in prison: give us hearts for all those who are incarcerated. 
Where there is crime and violence in our city, offer your peace.  We give you thanks, O Lord; and 
call upon your Name. 
 
Silence is kept 

 

Christ the King, you are good: we pray you seek the lost, bind up the injured, and strengthen the 
weak [remembering____________ and] all the sad and sick in their afflictions, and save them 
from their troubles.  We give you thanks, O Lord; and call upon your Name. 
   
Silence is kept 

 

Christ the King, your faithfulness endures from age to age: may all your saints, at work and at rest, 
know the hope to which you have called us and the riches of your glorious inheritance 
[remembering__________]. We give you thanks, O Lord; and call upon your Name. 
 
Presider  O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O 
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 

The Presider says to the people 
 
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let 
us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14, 16 

 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors. 

 
All remain standing, or kneel, as they are able. 

 
Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

A Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, + forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

All then stand as they are able. 

 
Peace 
 
Presider   The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People    And also with you.  
 
The Ministers and the People may offer God’s peace to one another in the name of the Lord. 

The People then are seated. 
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Announcements 

Holy Communion 

Presider   Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 
Psalm 50:14 

 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other 
gifts, to the Presider.  
 
The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar 

 
Offertory Hymn                                                    Doxology 
    
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heav’nly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The people remain standing as they are able 

Great Thanksgiving 

Presider The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Presider Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
The Presider proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus                                                 Hymnal S-130              
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The people continue to stand, or kneel as they are able.                       

The Presider continues 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them + by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us + also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring 
us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 
The Presider then continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 
A period of silence is kept. 

The Presider says 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Holy food for holy people. 

 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Remaining seated, the following is sung after the table has been cleared. 

Communion Hymn                                          Hymnal 301                                                         
Bread of the world, in mercy broken 

 

The Presider then says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People 
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 

A priest blesses the people, saying 

We go out, not to take Jesus to people, but to meet Jesus where he already is.  
And may the eternal blessing of God Almighty, +  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you, and remain with you this day and always.  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                                        Hymnal 473 
Life high the cross 
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Dismissal 
 

Minister    And now, my brothers and sisters, I bid you go out as did St Barnabas, the   
             Encourager.  Go out with joy and in peace, to love and serve our Lord. 
People     Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                        

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
This week in prayer 

 
Please remember these persons and congregations in your prayers this week: 

Our Bishops Bonnie, Michael, Justin, Moises (TEC); Elizabeth, Donald and Craig (ELCA)  
   and for all priests, deacons, Ministry Teams, and those in formation  
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: 
November 26   The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea                             
Diocese of Michigan Cycle of Prayer: 
November 26   Grace Church, Detroit; All Saints, La Romana, Good Samaritan, San Francisco, DR   
St Barnabas Cycle of Prayer: Tim, Sarah, Kailyn, Ellery, Michael 
  and our continuing prayers for: Bob, Carlos, Jim M, Mardi, Robert, Selenah  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Faith in Action continues to provide leadership in collecting donations of food to support 
households in need in the Chelsea and Dexter areas.  The need is great for our support and 
help.  You may bring your donations to FIA, or to Nancy who will see that they get there.  If you 
bring food directly to FIA, please let Nancy know, so she can continue to keep our records of 
donation.  If you write a check, please make it to Faith In Action.  The next Food Drive is 
December 17.  Please contribute as generously as you can.   
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Upcoming Commemorations 

             Nov.26   Isaac Watts: Hymnwriter, 1748                  
                  28   Kamehameha and Emma of Hawaii, King and Queen, 1864 and 1885 

mailto:robertnholly@aol.com
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                  30   Andrew the Apostle 
              Dec.01   Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, 1637; and,  
                            Charles de Foucauld, Monastic and Martyr, 1916 
                  02   Channing Moore Williams, Bishop, 1910 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
November 26, 2023  Proper 29A 
 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
In Ezekiel, we are given a less familiar text about a more familiar 
image: God as the shepherd of the sheep. Writing from Babylon, 
Ezekiel has experienced the fall of Judah and deportation to 
Babylon. Ezekiel is currently under the thumb of a very different 
kind of kingship—the rule of an authoritarian, conquering king, 

legitimated by religion, who consumes the weak and those unable to defend themselves. This 
makes his vision of God’s leadership and reign all the more significant. The lost will be found, the 
weak tended, the injured bandaged, the lean fed. The fat, the ones who grew big and strong by 
unjustly feeding off the weak, will receive their just rewards.  
     These images are vital ways of showing what kind of leader God chooses to be, and what the 
reign of Christ will entail. 

• What unjust human rule do you notice in the world around you? How might this vision of God as 
king, caring for the lost in the flock, speak hope into these situations? 
 
Psalm 100 
In this psalm of praise, God is named as creator and king, faithful and merciful to all the lands. 
Unlike our other readings for Christ the King Sunday, the central function of the people in this 
song is to rejoice, to be joyful, to praise and move toward God.  
     With the world as it is, crisis after crisis abounding, it can be easy for us to be ultra-focused 
on God’s condemnation of what is unjust, punishments or retributions for those who refuse to 
serve the least of these. Yet, through this psalm, we are reminded that following God is also about 
joy: joy in God’s creation, joy in our own selves as God created us, joy in receiving mercy, and joy 
in God’s faithfulness to us. 

• When was the last time you experienced a moment of true joy? How can you pray with that 
moment, lift it up to God, and be thankful for it? 

• How can you cultivate moments of joy in your life, even amid hard circumstances? 
 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Paul is, if anything, an amazing teacher on the nature of Christ. Here, he speaks as though Christ’s 
reign is already here, and it is a powerful image of the one raised from the dead, who now holds 
authority over the entire cosmos. No empire or leader can take this power from our crucified Lord, 
now raised. Christ’s power and authority come from that act of laying everything down and 
walking through death into life again, on behalf of all those on this earth in need of new life. 
Because of this, God has lifted up his name, placed all of creation under his feet and into his body. 
In the context of Christ the King Sunday, this invites us to wonder how that authority is at work 
in our own lives. 

• Who—or what—has authority over you in your daily activities? 
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• How might we live if we trusted that Christ did indeed have the only authority that mattered? 
What small step would you take first? 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 
In this passage, the reign of God is clearly seen as a time of reckoning. Matthew is consistent here 
in his distrust of religion that does not act in the best interest of the hungry, poor, and lost. Christ 
the King is the one who will implement a just rule for the world, a rule that privileges those who 
are in league with the weak, rather than those who are in league with the strong. Likewise, Christ 
as King can be found in those all around us who are strangers, hungry, naked, sick, in prison, and 
thirsty.  
     The good news of this passage is the promise that, someday, the world will be turned over—
and those who do the work of serving the least will be those who celebrate and rejoice with God. 
In our current world, with human powers reigning as they are, it can feel as though care for the 
least of these is an exercise in futility. These efforts may feel like a useless drop in an ocean of pain 
and injustice, but the promise to us in this passage is that in God’s reign, in God’s dream, in God’s 
time, these drops create an ocean of restoration. God notices what we are doing, even if the powers 
and the authorities of this world seem to have no interest—and in time, it will matter. 

• Who in your neighborhood is feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, healing the sick, or 
welcoming the stranger? How may the reign of Christ be found there among them? 

• Based on who Christ claims to be in this passage, who in your neighborhood is Christ right now? 

This Bible study was written by Maggie Nancarrow 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
From riteplanning.com.  Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  Drawing on p.18 by the Rev. Jay 

Sidebotham, from Drawn to the Gospels: an illustrated lectionary, Year A, p.136 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Our Mission: 
We seek to grow as diverse disciples of Jesus Christ,  

and to serve Jesus by serving others in the world,  
guided by the values of Ancient Rites, Open Minds, and Affirming Hearts. 
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