Morning Prayer and December 26, 2021

Zoom link:
Carols for the 15t Sunday [t
after Christmas Meeting ID: 858 8704 6777
Passcode: 782611
Prelude
Announcements

All stand as they are able

The Officiant says

Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you
is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10, 11

Opening Hymn Hymnal 93
Angels from the realms of glory
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Invitatory
Presider  Alleluia. To us a child is born;
People O come, let us adore him Alleluia.

Venite Psalm 95

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving *
and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.
For you are a great God, *
you are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are yours also.
The sea is yours, for you made it, *
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For you are our God,
and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!



Alleluia. To us a child is born:
O come, let us adore him. Alleluia.

The people are seated

First Reading Isaiah 61:10-62:3

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

10T will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
1For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GoD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
621For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
°The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Here ends the reading.

Remain seated
Canticle 16: The song of Zechariah

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, *

you have come to your people and set them free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, *

born of the house of your servant David.
Through your holy prophets you promised of old
to save us from our enemies, *

from the hands of all who hate us,
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To show mercy to our forebears, *
and to remember your holy covenant.
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship you without fear, *
holy and righteous before you,
all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
To give God’s people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Second Reading Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Galatia.

235Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that
we might be justified by faith. 2sBut now that faith has come, we are no longer subject
to a disciplinarian.

44But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. °And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child,
and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Here ends the reading.

All stand as they are able.

Hymn WLP 748
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Je- sus is the Word of life.
The people are seated
Third Reading John 1:1-18
A Reading from John.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
°He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being “in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. *He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. “The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

1oHe was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. "He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
2But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, '3who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God.



“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. *5(John testified to him and cried
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because
he was before me.’”) °From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. '"The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ‘*No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who
has made him known.

Here ends the reading.

All stand as they are able.

Carol Hymnal 81
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The Prayers

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

Presider and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern them and uphold them, now and always.
Day by day we bless you;

We praise your name for ever.

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

For we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope;

And we shall never hope in vain.

FRIRSRESESAS




Collect of the Day

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant
that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of
your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Church Musicians and Artists

O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present with your
servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises offered by your people
on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your beauty, and make them worthy
at length to behold it unveiled for evermore; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Thanksgivings and Intercessions

Presider All things have been clothed in grace by the incarnation of our Lord Jesus
Christ; all the earth has been enlightened in his dawning. Trusting in the light and
grace, let us pray for all people in need and for all the world, saying: Merciful God,
hear our prayer.

Intercessor For the churches, that united in life they may be faithful in witness to your
Son come among us: Merciful God, hear our prayer.

For the leaders of nations, that they may turn from ways of fear and
warfare to the ways of your wisdom and grace: Merciful God, hear our prayer.

For the poor of the earth, for the victims of warfare that their
mourning may be turned into joy: Merciful God, hear our prayer.

For all families, that they may be renewed in joy, receive the word of mercy into their
hearts, and become places of hospitality to the stranger: Merciful God, hear our
prayer.

For our Bishops Bonnie, Michael, Justin, Moises, Elizabeth, Donald and Craig. For all
ministers, priests, deacons, ministry teams, those in formation; and our brothers and
sisters worshipping at Church of the Redeemer, Southfield, St Paul’s, Brighton, and
Good Samaritan, San Francisco, in the Dominican Republic, that they may rejoice in
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your mercy and faithfully teach the greatness of your coming among us: Merciful
God, hear our prayer.

For this assembly; for all with which you continually bless us [especially 1; for
the sick [especially for ]; for those who have died [especially 1;
and for ourselves,that we may be renewed by the light and grace of your
incarnate Word: Merciful God, hear our prayer.

Presider Rejoicing in the company of Mary, mother of our Lord, Joseph, her spouse, St
Barnabas, and of all the witnesses of the incarnation, we offer these prayers and
all our life to you, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The people are seated

Carols!

Good Christian friends, rejoice verses 1 and 2 Hymnal 107
Away in a manger verses 1 and 2 Hymnal 101
It came upon the midnight clear verses 1 and 4 Hymnal 90
O little town of Bethlehem verses 1 and 5 Hymnal 78

Carols may then be suggested by the congregation, stating the Hymnal number
and the two verses desired to be sung.

A General Thanksgiving
The Presider says

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus
Christ: Accept our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank
you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds
us on every side. We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the
beauty ofthis world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God now and forever. Amen

Concluding Hymn Hymnal 100
Joy to the world!
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Dismissal

Presider Let us go forth in the love of the Father who created us, rejoicing in
the Son who was born on earth for us, and in the wisdom of the
Holy Spirit.

People Thanks be to God!

Postlude

+++++++++++ bbb

Faith in Action continues to provide leadership in collecting donations to support households in need
in the Chelsea and Dexter areas. They are in need of our continuing help. You may bring your
donations to FIA, or to Nancy who will see that they get there. If you bring food directly to FIA,
please let Nancy know, so she can continue to keep our records of donation. If you write a check, please
make it to Faith In Action. The next Food Drive at the church is January 16, 2022. Please
contribute as generously as you can.

++++++++ R

A reminder that our Social Time is active every Tuesday evening from 7:00-7:30 on Zoom! The
link can be found on the church web site calendar, and also here:
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/86367804283?pwd=eW9jel FKTTdaaUIXR0ZxMEc1NIM3Zz09

Meeting ID: 863 6780 4283, Passcode: 894503

+++++++++++++++++ AR+
Upcoming Commemorations

December 26  Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
27  John, Apostle and Evangelist
28 The Holy Innocents
29 Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury and Martyr, 1170
30 Frances Joseph Gaudet, Educator and Social Reformer, 1934; and,
Samuel Ajayi Crowther: Bishop in the Niger Territories, 1891

+++++++++ R

Christmas 1C December 26, 2021

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

It is clear in the prophecy given to Isaiah that God intends for his people Israel

to be a beacon to other nations. The strong imagery of “garland,” “jewels,”

“crown,” and “diadem” bespeak a richness that God bestows upon those who

are faithful to him. But these riches adorn his people for a single purpose: they
are meant to be a sign to those who do not yet know the God of Israel. The gifts which God graciously
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gives his people are meant to draw others into relationship with him. The salvation we receive from the
Father is meant not as a vindication of ourselves in the face of those who are perishing, but as a means
to bring salvation to them. God intends Israel to be a torch to light the path for others.

e What gifts has God bestowed upon you? How might you use those gifts to draw others to God?

Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
Paul’s epistle to the Galatian Church recognizes both the merit and limitations of “the law” — before the
coming of Christ, the law stood as the means of covenant and relationship between Israel and God. The
law was the previous means of claiming God as Father, but through his son, we may now claim in a truer
sense to be sons and daughters of God the Father. Because the Word of God has taken our human flesh,
our humanity is free to be united to the Father in a new way.

e Does our claim on God the Father free us from our responsibility to his law?

e To what are we heirs? What responsibilities does that heirship lay upon us?

John 1:1-18
John’s Gospel account varies greatly from the accounts of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and
Luke). Far more concerned with theological notions than the narratives that drive the other three
accounts, his prologue jumps feet-first into some deep waters. Much of our understanding of the
relationship between the Father and the Son, as expressed in the creeds of the Church, is drawn directly
from this prologue. Recalling the creation story of Genesis, John assures us of the nature and authority
of the Word who takes upon himself our human flesh, in order that he might live among us—and that
we might truly live. The Word made flesh in the person of Jesus Christ calls us to grow into the lives he
wills for us and to accept God as our Father. As in the letter to the Galatians, we see that the Son has
come to fulfill what could not be realized by the law alone: true relationship with God the Father.
¢ What does John mean when he writes, “He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him”? How might this be related to the statements about “the law” in both John and
Galatians?

e In what ways do our lives in Christ witness to his power? What is one concrete way that you
might testify to the light of Christ?

This study was written by Andrew Cruz Lillegard

++++++++++++ bR

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.
Hymn tune Picardy from Hymnal #324

Our Mission:

We seek to grow as diverse disciples of Jesus Christ, and to serve Jesus
by serving others in the world, guided by the values of
Ancient Rites, Open Minds, and Affirming Hearts.

St Barnabas Episcopal Church
20500 W Old US-12
Chelsea MI 48118
stbarnabaschelsea.org
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